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Mr. President and Gentlemen of the International-American Association of 
Fairs and Ex,ositions:- 


I am sincerely glad to be with you again. . This is the fifth season 
that I have had the honor of addressing your association, and TI wish to 
assure you of my appreciation of your courtesy in giving me the opportunity 
to speak <t this tire on the subject of Agricultural Museums. Public int- 
erest in this subject is growing rapidly and I trust th.t what I shell pre- 
sent will carry a measure of this interest to you, T can do little more 
than briefly outline what others have done and offer a few tively sugzes- 
tions that possibly may help to inspire activities that will lead to the 
establishment of an American museum of agriculture taking ranix with those 
which stand first in science or art. 


At your last anmal meeting I directed attention to the smseum of 
the Agriculture Department in the early days of its organization, and to 
the one which had been established in the Republic of Argentina. Today I 
will speak of the Argentine Rural Society and its great Agricvltural Museun, 
the Hungarian Agricultural Museum at Budapest, the Danish Agricultural Mv- 
seum at Lyngby, near Copenhagen, concluding with a few general considera- 
tions regerding the collections for an agricultural mussum and how you may iv 
to bring about its establishment. 


Argentine Rural Society. 


This society, which in some respects resembles our own International 
Live Stock Association, was founded in 1858 by a group of public spirited 
cattle men 2nd land omers and its organization formed the starting point of 
the enormous agricultural development which has taen place in the Republic 
of Argentina during the last 25 years. 


The Rural Society holds anmal expositions which for variety and 
quality of cattle and horses displayed, rival similar shows in Europe or 


North America. 


Entrance to the grounds, which cover about 45 acres, is on Avenida. 
Sarmiento, and just within the gates is a small office building. To the 
right is the beautiful pavilion of the State Buenos Aires and to the left 
is an attractive restaurant which is equipped for giving State banquets. 
Directly in front facing the entrance, is the arena for exhibiting live 
stocy, with its reviewing stands. fhe hosse stébles are beautiful bvild- 


ats eer ty hod) &. 


onto * Sed mB RE VEN aE hitet ae 4%: 2 


a 


f 
. 


. Wass sits agen: ms hati oh : toh 
ie they. CRANE yr Oy eae tn or” + are Feuesota 
ee Nes gee to trocet bg Fs eehst Fy gett, loves. ie hy Loh ~— el me f 
oa ’ a Ae Eads ; et SOL ar pene ve git 


* 


MRP Ey Ak & 


nee ea Ft iin ht I he beessack bal } oe as 


~ 
i 
S ee A 

Cote 

os 
" 

<i 

EW 

s 

Ps | 


Po i reeset iacfy mit ef ali? | «ig HOY He et Od. OR RAL 
ees. os ete Tine’ tobie taewes” ture cara tig "oe — : 
eae ce peusr to ARGO seid ae min} VR MES ee Sieh aerey bo BOE ae ce) 
“s hee ee bait veoh hiant Lactaph Sod tele ee’ 2 se “a ‘ats te 
7% ¥ geld -cint fs ina 


a thas Dy ati ee bad h dee Qh 7 perro OE Se (eae ee wre 
ie SEPT nae be nae? Tos pape et. eR oda ote igwpatis £2 e i wee Date . 
. 6 hw ots avert etn fg tev 8, Pies “ae ce ; 

cae Ditiney at beta Die tals aptbevised. oetaent ot. Beak ere Yiu {Aye AE 

| isaac hbk be’ hike, Sac Bled ionuid Gem Binge 5a mapverion peaad Root - xo. 94 iat 
iit : ‘pts ai Stk 8. dose bos ‘ae reat’. naa bs 


7 . a i > “I et “4 ye 
. aes . ae 


2 Se aanar? wife of. aekinet’s hefows ao DT Matfoda- Lae deal ue a 
igh bas whos yaspigyd et] Ve eyab whice otf het Mens kata 

2 i ohh yuck th ko Pade pigile aud *¢3 bade Me atne Aeeid” Be 
; tin 


trom hcnst fre Erak tong’ ote: but wrathoy feast ign oan” ant e. “Sales 
ny hicee <a tier . fe2 Bi a staat hot te Hes Riese ae? ‘fs int Gerad: a oo 19% hem 


ee epi heron Lisaoawp-wet < od se - itagee <fte peta 60 teak  Peot el a9 
ede ye POY. OF hen. TORRE Ls sad foo tage A tok deoR el Aa Ses, Sie ae 


a hs E a, Be ahcaine Bia asi Siptxte. § 


sais oA Las. ict. 


er be ao Liieretal cee 7G ey! degen ets Le eed es Le eowsons & 
eee RO isece obiday. to “Hos Hy CARL NE bohawp yt ale eae cbiekooD aR 
also dito pall iwte sd Seca’ eoktuc ¥ deny “O ef 8 bts Pcs ae | 
Secs els ot O5¢:£5. He RE aval “Gobi dum cl ed \ es Oe, 
* i . Da Ne Aa ia oni ag ae fas bert a: x 


- a 


Pr) a, 
Way Dat) ? i 7h? eA" 


ry 


ae. we Sey 


ty 


“O- 


ings with elegantly finished interiors. Almost fabulous prices have 
been paid here for thoroughbred animals. A locally bred shorthorned bull 
("Americus"), exhibited by the Society in 1913, was sold for $35,000. amd 
for each of three Derby winners, $150,000, was paid. 


Agricultural Museums of the Arczentine Rural Society. 


In the southwestern part of the grounds of the Rural Society facing 
Plaza Italia, is the Agricultural Museum. The building is of a pleasing 
design, and was completed in 1910 at a cost of $100,000. It is 300 feet 
long by 90 feet wide, abundantly lighted and attractively finished. It is 
really an immense hall with stairways at eitner end leading to the broad 
balcony which entirely surrounds its interior. 


The museum is under the administrative direction of the Argentine 
Rural Society and its staff consists of the honorery director, Agr. Eng. 
Carlos D. Girola, a curator, assistant curator, and two caretakers. 


The vast collections assembled to illustrate the agricultural re- 
sources of the Argentine Republic at the Centennial Exposition, held at 
Buenos Aires in 1910, were deemed so valuable that this permanent museum 
was established in order to preserve them. It now contains more than 
30,000 numbers from every state and territory of the Republic, covering 
nearly the entire field of the country's agricuitural products and re~ 
sources: 


The museum is open to the public, free of charge, two days a week. 
Those who are conlucting agricultural investigations are admitted at any 
time and the courtesies of the museum are always extended to out-of-town 
Visitors. The atteniance during recent years has exceeded 190,000 anally, 
not including the 30,000 or more scholars frém the schools in the city. 


senor Girola classifies his collections as follows!- 


Division of Natural Products 
uy " Products of Animal Origin 
” " Agricultural Products 
- " Products of Agricultural Industry 
. " Industrial Zootechnics 
" " Machinery and Farming Imple-ents 
q " Rural Construction 


Provision is also made for agricultural and zootechmical confer- 
ences; the preparation and publication of proceedings of theses conferences; 
for special papers on agricultural topics; and for exchanges with other in- 
stitutions of similar character. 


The success attained by Senor Girola in organizing and building up 
of this permanent museum has been and is of the greatest value and impor- 
tance to this ccuntry, and up to the present time, Argentina stands alone 
among the nations of the Western Hemisphere in the possession of a great 
and distinctly agricultural museum. 
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Royal Hungarian Aericultural Museum. 


On an island, near the heart of the city of Budapest, is located 
the Royal Hungarian Museum of Agriculture. Outwardly it has the appear- 
ance of a castle of the middle ages; within, its stairways and halls are 
richly finished in polished marble, and the floors divided into many well 
proportioned and finely lighted rooms and halls. The building was com- 
pleted in 1904 at a cost of $480,000 and stands today with its magnifi- 
cent collections made for the thousandth anniversary of the nation in 
1904 as &@ monument to agriculture and a splendid expression of the impor- 
tant position which agriculture holds in the minds of the Magyer people. 


Three types of architecture are represented in the di*ferent sections 
or wings of the building - Renaissance, Gothis and old Roman. In the Renais-— 
sance wing are the principal collections. The Gothic section contains the 
forest, fish and game, and the third, or smallest section, of Romanesque 
type, contains a lecture hall, libraby, and the administrative offices, 


The collective exhibits on the first floor of the Renaissance wing 
include‘— Agricultural statistics; soils and the minerals from which they 
are derived; field crops; grains; root crops; etc.; orchard products, and 
Ornamental gardening; facsimiles of various orcherd fruits and of vege- 
tables; preserved fruits and vegetables; vegatable seeds and models of 
horticultural tools and anpliances; diseases of plants; injurious and use- 
ful animals; viticulture and wine making; experimental institutions of the 
country devoted to various branches of agriculture; dairy farming; agri- 
cultural industries; agricultural labor; agricultural history; meterology; 
agricultural machinery and farm implements, of ancient and modern manu- 
facture; and agricultural architecture. 


The landing at the head of thezstairway to the second floor is very 
beautiful, Here as everywhere throughout the museum, no eifort has been 
spared on the part of the administration to render agriculture attractive 
in the highest sense, On this landing near the stairway is a reception 
hall and close by is the section to which is assigned the splendid collec- 
tions illustrating breeds of horses, including exactly reproduced models 
of famous thoroughbreds of Hungary. On the walls are beautiful oil 
paintings ard many large photographs, and in a prominent position a 
finely executed bust of Frances Kozma, the renowned Hungarian horsebreeder, 
To add interest to this room is a quarter size facsimile of a Hungarian 
four-in-hand, the horses of which were modelled from English half-breeds 
from the stud-furm of a distinguished Hungarian. 


In the next section are models, pictures, etc., illustrating every 
branch of cattle breeding carried on in the country. Other sections on 
this floor have collections illustrating primitive occupations, agricul- 
tural training, handling farm waters (drainage, irrigation, etc.), bee 
culture and silk culture. 


From the Renaissance building a corridor leads to the Gothic wing, 
which, as already stated, is occupied with collections of forestry, fish 
and gume. The ground floor is devoted to the first subject, excepting 
for a small section given up to fisheries, and embraces collections illus- 
trating nearly every phase of scientific and commercial forestry, giving 
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due attention also to insects and other pests injurious to forest. 

trees. The wild animals of the country, many of the specimens being tro- 
Phies of the chase donated by distinguished individuals, are located on 
the second floor. Appropriate pictures and transparancies are pleasingly 
arranged on the walls and in the windows. 


The next section, designated the "Armory", contains interesting 
animals, in groups or standing singly, together with collections of guns 
illustrating the development of syorting weapons from primitive flint locks 
to the most up-to-date rifles. Here also are models of hunting dogs, traps 
of various kinds, etc. The exhibits are most attractively arranged and al- 
together make a very interesting and entertaining section of the museum. 


In this connection I want to refer to the great agricultural fair 
held the past season at Prague by the new republic of Czechoslovakia. 
This republic adjoining Hungary, is about the size of the combined New 
England States and is teeming with industrial activities. The views I 
have of this fair are strikingly like those to be seen at the better State 
Fairs of our own country. This year over 2000 exhibitors made disnvlays 
occupying an area of about seven acres. The attendance exceeded 120,000. 
An attnactive failder, in English, describes the resources of the Republic 
as shown at this fair, 


The Danish Azricultural “Museum. 


on ee ence Sa 


There is one other museum to which I wish to refer, the Danish 
Agricultural Museum, established in 1388, at Lyngby, a pleasure resore, near 
Copenhagen. Its collections are designed to illustrate as fully as pos- 
sible Danish agriculture and its development in ancient and modern times 
and to serve for public exhibition and for study. Besides the main build- 
ing which contains the principal collections, there are over twenty cottages 
which have been brought from various parts of the country, together with 
their original interior fittings and equipment, and reconstructed here. 

They well represent the rural architecture and many features of country life 
in the different provinces of Demmar?:. 


The Danish Museum is under the management of a board of directors 
who are Chosen partly by the minister of agriculture and partly by differ- 
ent agricultural societies, It is a national institution deriving its 
financial support from the Government. 


Its collections are classed in three divisions: 


1. Agriculture in its general relations 
2. Agricultural Machinery and farming eyuipment 
3. Agricultural products. 


General, Considerations, 


The Three museums named - one in South America and two in Europe - 
while differing from each other in many details, were each established for 
the same purpose - to preserve records of the agricultural develoyment of 
their respective countries, and to afford an opportunity for display of per- 
manent collections of all agricultural products <nd objects of agricultural 
interests and educational value where farmers, fruit growers, snd cattle 
breeders of their respective countries can obtain suggestions, guidance and 
inspiration. 
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Agriculturists abroad have expressed surprise that in the United 
States, where the industries of agriculture and cattle raising are so im- 
portant and where so much attention is given to agricultural education 
through schools and experiment stations, no agricultural museum has been 
established neither in Washington nor. elsewhere. 


It is difficult to explain why this situation exists. There is 
nothing here to take the place of such museums - a possibility suggested 
hyta.forbign éorrespondent..- Nofother museum cevers:thé samoyfhald. :+ The 
museum of agriculture is not a museum of natural history, although it must 
contain many natural objects from the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms. 
They are not displayed, however, to show the characters of species or illus- 
trate systems of classification, but to demonstrate their relation to agri- 
culture or the part they play in agricultural industries. And so for the 
museums of anthropology and archaeology, of commerce and of industry. They 
each have material that will also appear in our agricultural muserm, but in 
the latter case they would be assembled for a different purpose and tasch 
other lessons, not of the works of man or his past culture, ner of matters 
of domestic and foreign trade, nor of industrial endeavors, but of agriculture. 


Attempts have been made to establish agricultural miseums in the 
United States, but all have been short-lived, either through inefficient or- 
ganization, lack of due appreciation of thsir value, or of adherence on the 
part of the directors to a definite purpose. Seme of our agricultural col-~ 
leges have made collections of museum material to supplement or aid in , 
their courses of instruction. The support of such collections has alrays been 
precarious and when the professor, whose enthusiasm in his work and appre- 
ciation of the value of visual instructicn has assembled them passes to 
other fields of duty, they are stcred away or become scattered and wotthless 
through indifference or neglect on the part of his successors. There are in 
our country a number of beautiful collections of fruits and other agricul- 
tural products assembled to exploit certain lands or avowedly to encourage 
immigration in certain quartexs, but such collections have little real educa- 
tional value, often-times they are misleading and although they may be 
quite extensive and include many products they do not constiimte a museum, 
They can have great exposition value, but no value whatever in the well de- 
Signed museum of agriculture whose purpose should always be to furnish re- 
liable and practical information on agricultural subjects and such facts as 
are necessary for their comprehensive understanding and treatment, 


Exhibit Suegestions. 


Of course there mst be a wheat department in an agricultural museum, 
An entire gallery might be devoted to this grain. Museums have been estab- 
lished on subjects of less importance and with fewer elements of interest. 
Wheat has been connected with the activities of man in all ages, and today 
farmers are striving to improve its quality and productiveness, competing 
with each other in their efforts to secure a higher degree of excellence in 
the product or increase in yield. 


The wheat crop of 1919 was 950,000,000 bushels. Is there a single 
sample of the variety making up the bulk of that year's crop preserved any~ 
where, supplied with sufficient date to enable comparison with previous 
crops to those which may follow for making deductions that will advance 
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our knowledge of wheat culture? There may be, but I am quite sure that 
if one attempted to base any serious undertaking upon such samples he 
would find them widely scattered, and so lacking in data regarding essen- 
tial facts, that they would serve no useful purpose. A mere collection 
of abjects does not make a museum, and isolated facts are of little value 
in drawing conclusions. 


“For many years Experiment Stations and individuals have conducted 
variety tests with wheat. What results have been achieved by: these tests 
and where have they been recorded? Printed pages contain records of many 
of these tests, but the samples themselves, evidences of the results which 
can be appraised by the public, are unavailable. From books we can only 
learn what others may kmow, but from the specimens we acquire knowledge that 
is all our own. 


If a number of the leading wheat growers of the country would get 
together and formulate plans for conducting variety tests that will take 
all conditions of soil, climate and controllable factors into comsideration, 
adopt a uniform system of records and continue these tests systematically, 
over a period of ten years or more, placing samples of each years! product 
where they can be studied and compared with those of previous years, an 
accumulation of facts would be acquired in the shape of a collective exhibit 
from which deductions could te mede that would be of inegtimabie value to 
agriculture. A museum might very properly be built for preserving just 
such records. 


Wheat is only one of a thousand subjects that would go to make up 
the collections of a museum of agriculture, and the project here noted but 
one of @ hundred that would appear in our collective exhibit of wheat alone. 


In this wheat section there should be samples, models, charts, 
maps, photographs, or other exhibit devices that wovld serve in illustrating, 
demonstrating, or recording every fact concerning wheat of any valve or 
interest whatever to agriculture. I need not take the time to enuwerate 
them here; You, who have been managers of agricultural fairs for years, 
know them «well. The incentive for the museum display, however,is chiefly 
educational - the acquisition of diffusion of knowledge, and therefore would 
contain many things not shown at fairs where the chief incentive is the 
winning of prizes by competition. There sould be material that wovid 
illustrate wheat through all the changes it has undergone since prehistoric 
times to the present day; the fdifferent varieties, and their distribution; 
soils upon which they thrive; nature value and use of products; and diseases, 
parasites, and insects which attack the plant and grain; the materials and 
methods employed to combat these pests; all the products of wheat of what~ 
ever nature; methods of land preparation, seeding, cultivating, harvesting, 
shipping, milling, etc., with statistics regarding area in wheat in our own 
and other countries, amount and value of crops; of the mill products, etc. 
These and many other items would find theik place in this department. 


Other staple crops of the field, for example, corn, cotton, and 
tobacco, should be treated in like manner. 
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Modeissand oil paintings of types of the different breeds of 
horses and cattle are essential to our museum and may be treated in ways 
that will add beauty and attractiveness to our collections. Nowhere has 
this been accomplished so well as in the wonderful museum at Budapest. 
Actual statues by famous sculptors of celebrated throughbreds and master- 
jy paintings vividly protraying animals in action by celebrated artists 
give character and beauty to the museum. In this department there would be 
everything relative to animal industry; animal products and their conser- 
vation, etc. 


"Grown by the farmer boys of Illinois" 
"Eight thousand boys in this contest." 


During all the periods of the Lovisana Purchase Exposition these 
two legends surmounted two large pyramids of pure-—bred corn, made up of 
1.000 little pyramids each containing 10 symmetifcal ,straight-rowed uniform 
ears of white or yellow corn. Such an exhibit is worthy of note not only 
because it illustrates the energy and industry of 8,000 farmer toye, but 
also because it represents a factor that has exercised a powerful influence 
in the development of agriculture in our country during recent years - the 
boys and girls clubs. What these young people have done to increase agri- 
cultural production and improve its quality is beyond praise, and this 
element in our agricultural system may well figure in our museum devoted to 
the farmer. 


Get the Boys and Girls Clubs started in this - Let them know that 
records of their work telling of good deeds accomplished in the interest 
of agriculture will be accorded due consideration in plans for a permanent 
museum. No stronger incentive for winning their support can be presented. 


Selection from exhibits at your annual fairs would yield good 
material for a mucleus to a permanent educational collection - relabeled 
and rearranged to meet the purposes in view. Definite plans for doing 
this very thing are now being made by at leust one member of your asso- 
ciation. 


The Collections should be so prepared and installed as to inspire 
enthusiasm in agricultural subjects and supply data from which the origin 
and subsequent development of all products and things of interest to 
agriculture could be most comprehensively treated. 


Collective exhibits showing the effect European agriculture has 


had upon the development of agriculture in this country would be instruc- 


tive as would a like showing of how American productions and methods have 
influenced Agriculture in Europe. 


It is clear that no masevm can limit its activities to present 
conditions, but must keep pace with the advancements of the times by 
contimually supplementing and adding to its collections. 


What the Feir Association May Do. 


What can this Association do to develop a permanent agricultural 
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museum? That you fully appreciate the value and importance of such a 
museum and the real need for it there is no doubt in my mind whatsoever. 

The keen attention you are already giving to the development of the ed- 
ucational features at your fairs, to which I referred in my address last 
year, is evidence of this fact. As a body you can do much by arousing 2 
public sentiment favorable to the museum project. If there was an agri- 
culture museum here in Chicago filled with carefully selected exhibits 

along all agricultural lines, intelligently arranged in attractive settings 
according with the latest development in the art of museum making, your 
amnual visits here would acquire a new and greater interest. You would have 
this museum in mind in your coming as you now have the International Live 
Stock Expositiong and the Hay and Grain Show. You would visit it and you 
could not fail to derive pleasure and benefit from those visits. Its con- 
tents would inspire new thoughts and new ideals shat weould be transferred to 
your own endeavors and be reflected in actual benefits to the people you 
represent. 


You could be active and useful agents for the museum, ever on the 
watch for material to round out important displays. It is possible to enter- 
tain the plan of setting aside an entire gallery in this museum where "blue 
ribbon" material from the State Fairs might be preserved and displayed for 
longer or shorter periods according to its nature. Such material would be 
interesting as the best products of the States, and if their character per- 
mitted, they might be held for comparison with crops of succeeding years or 
with those of the same kind from other States. Information of theggreatest 
value and significance might be acquired by these means. 


As individuals you can begin talking about agricultural museums 
at once. And when you go home converse with your friends and neighbors 
on the subject, or with those in authority. By so doing you may set ideas 
in motion that will result in the development of plans for the organization 
of a mseum in your own conmunity. When once started growth will be rapid 
if the plans have been intelligently made and the agricultural purposes of the 
museum strictly adhered to. Many willing helpers wili come to your aid and 
there will be no lack of material from which to make selections, but many 
problems will arise as in all new undertakings. In solving these follow 
the precept "prove all things and hold fast to that-which is good." 


A paper on “Agricultural Museums," that I had the honor to read 
last May before the "American Association of Museums" at Cleveland, Ohio, 
has received very kindly notice. It has been most gratifying to me to dis- 
cover the widespread interest in this subject. Encouraging words have come 
to me from men whose opinions are everywhere respected, and whose judgements 
in all agricultural matters are of the greatest value. In conversation, 
many have expressed to me the need of such a museum and the hope that one would 
soon be established in Yashington ot elsewhere to preserve the many things 
concerned with the developrent of our agricultural industries now in danger 
of being lost. 


The time has arrived when the subject of agricultural museums should 
be given the fullest consideration. A sentiment favorable to museums of 
all kinds is rapidly developing in the minds of the pudlic which is becoming 
more and more appreciative of all methods of visual instructions and enter- 
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tainment. It has been asserted that the up-to-date museum is the high- 
est type of an educational institution - it -supplisa the text accompanied 
by the object, and should rank with the erdatest and most exalted of 
human endeavors for popular instructions. . 


In the museum of agriculture lies a new field of activity that shall 
help to make farming more attractive as a profession and stimulate the de- 
velopment of this industry beyond all present conceptions. To me its ad- 
vent will mark the fulfilment‘of long cherished hopes and the unfolding of 
visions of the varied and nmumberless products of our country's six million 
farms¥ assembled in a great institution of visual instruction where all the 


world may learn the vital and wonderfully interesting lessons they teach. 


*The maumber of farms in the United States according 
to the last census report is 6,427, 366. 
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